Helen Boston Spann
January 26, 2022

Mrs. Helen Boston Spann, 71, of Lamar, SC, entered eternal rest on
Wednesday, January 26, 2022. She was born Friday, February 10, 1950, in
Lamar, SC, to the late Mr. James Boston, Jr. and Mrs. Lettie Bess Boston. Her
home birth was a difficult one, being born premature & breached, that not
even the doctor thought she would survive, but God had a plan.

In the late 1950’s, Helen and her family relocated to Harlem, NY, having
resided with a good Samaritan on St. Nicholas Ave. In the early 1960’s they
moved into an apartment above the Lennox Avenue Church of God at 227
Lennox Avenue, New York City (Harlem), NY, and attended the Hans Christian
Anderson Public School 144 there. Through the many hard knocks her family
experienced during this time, they prevailed, because God had a plan. In the
mid-late 1960’s, Helen and her family returned to Lamar, SC, to assist the
ailing family Patriarch with the Boston Family Farm. Upon returning, Helen
attended Spaulding High School, where she blossomed with each year. In her
Senior year, Helen was quite active, participating in the school choir, Future
Homemakers of America, and as a member of the Commerce Club. In her
Home Economics class, she was named Top Seamstress, a title well-
deserved and long-lived. Helen was an attendant to Ms. Senior as one of the
runner’s up. She was also voted by her class as “Most Dependable,” a trait
that followed her throughout her life. However, her pride and joy was being a
Spaulding High School Cheerleader, where she cheered the Tigers on with all



her heart. Helen graduated from the all-black Spaulding High School in 1969
and was a faithful member of the class until her passing.

Upon High School graduation, she was married her high school sweetheart,
the late Mr. Calvin Spann, on July 11, 1970, and to this union 4 children were
born. Helen became an Independent Seamstress, Tailor, and Designer. She
was known in Lamar and throughout neighboring cities and counties as a
master seamstress. At times she was expected to perform miracles, and she
never disappointment. Every gown her daughter wore, she made, even when
others thought it was worth “a fortune”. She also made many of her own
dresses. There were times when customers came with a picture and a dream
and Helen would take their pictures, drawings, and dreams and bring them to
life. On one such occasion, she made an entire wedding dress overnight after
the bride was less than satisfied with another designer’s work. Though she
worked different manufacturing jobs throughout life, Helen always remained
faithful to her independent craft of sewing as her personal business.

Helen was a faithful and supportive wife, mother, and friend, supporting her
then husband with entrepreneurial ventures, being present at most every
sporting event and cheering her children and others on from the sidelines.
Helen was a faithful servant of God and the community. She volunteered at
her children’s Head Start program and was awarded the Parent of the Year for
DCCAA Head Start in 1977 and in years to follow. Helen was intentional,
loving, and caring when it came to parenting her children and others. Hers
was the house to be because of the love, discipline, and good food she would
prepare to eat. Because of her commitment to raising her children, Helen
turned down higher paying jobs to be present for her children at night and on
weekends, which has instilled in them the importance of family. Her
commitment to community was reflected in her dedication to her civic, social,
and communal organizations. Helen joined the Order of the Eastern Stars,
Faithful Workers Chapter #229 in May 1978, committing 44 years of her life to



this sisterhood. Over the years, she served in many positions, including
chapter treasurer, and as most of the points. She is the immediate past
Worthy Matron of the Chapter. Helen was also a Charter Member of the
Lamar African Violent Flower Club, whose purpose and mission was to
beautify their surroundings. They kept a beautiful flower garden in the center
of town and held a yearly Black History program that featured speaker, plays,
singers and other performers. Her contribution won’t be soon forgotten.

Helen’s life will forever be cherished in the lives of those she loved: Daughter,
Amy Michelle Spann Ciceron (Jean-Franck) of Jacksonville, NC; Sons:
Clayton Lamart Spann (Wygelia) of Atlanta, GA, John Edward Spann
(Tammy) of Murphy, Texas, and Jerette Ellis Spann (Kanika) of Upper
Marlboro, MD; one sister: Delphine Simon of Hartsville, SC; two brother,
Moses Shaw of Lamar and Bernard Simon of Richmond, VA.; three sisters-in-
law; Sharon Boston, Darlington, SC, Dora Spann, Bronx, NY, and Hester
McKay, Lamar, SC; two brothers-in-law; Robert Spann, E. Stroudsburg, PA,
and John Spann (Virginia), Hartsville, SC; five grandchildren: Gabrielle Marie
Ciceron, Morgan Nichole Spann, Nicholas Antoine Ciceron, Jerette Peyton
Spann and Shawn James Spann; Special God-daughters, Cynthia McAllister
and Brittany Addison; Special Friend: Madgeline McCullough; Dedicated
Caregivers and a host of nieces, nephews, relatives and friends. In addition to
her parents, she was preceded in death by her brothers Bennie Boston and
James Boston, llI.



Cemetery Details

Church of God

Lamar, SC

Previous Events

Funeral Service

FEB 5. 1:00 PM.

Spaulding High School
Lamar, SC



Tribute Wall

From Edison Hines: | grew up in the Spann’s house playing with all
of the kids. It seems like yesterday. One thing was for sure, Mrs.
Spann was going to have those pots going and | broke all of my
trained house manners. Mom would say don’t go to people house
acting like you hungry. Well if Mrs. Spann cooked | was eating.

On a more serious note, | remember at an early age my father
would always speak highly of Mrs. Helen (Boston) Spann’s family.
He would say that’s a Boston. He would go on to tell the story of
how powerful the Boston family was having been the largest black
land owners around. Matter of fact, research the history books and
you will find that our humble little town was in fact once call Boston
town. Mrs. Spann was well aware of family heritage and was very
proud of it. I'm sure she was inspired to be an entrepreneur at an
early age based upon her up bringing. So while we have lost
another Icon in our community, let’s rejoice in the month of February
“Black History Month”, Mrs. Helen Boston Spann!

Edison Hines - February 05, 2022 at 10:08 PM

Frances Hicks lit a candle in memory of Helen |

Boston Spann

Frances Hicks - February 05, 2022 at 02:33 PM



My sincerest condolences to the Spann & t
Boston family. Helen was a longtime family

friend and truly a beautiful spirit. When she I
committed herself to something you couldn’t “
find a more dedicated person. She was there

through thick and thin. | will always cherish our friendship. May God
continue to give you comfort during this sorrowful times.

Angela A. Grooms - February 05, 2022 at 12:49 PM

Sharon Smith lit a candle in memory of Helen
Boston Spann

1
Sharon Smith - February 05, 2022 at 11:53 AM

Christine Brown lit a candle in memory of ]

Helen Boston Spann
AW S

Christine Brown - February 05, 2022 at 11:19 AM



Rev. Dr. Amy Ciceron and Family,

Our sincere condolences to you and your family on the passing of
your dear mother, Helen Boston Spann. May the memory of her life,
love and legacy live on in your hearts. We are thinking about you
and sending love and blessings.

Onslow County Branch of NAACP #5428
Jacksonville, NC

Onslow Co. NAACP Branch, Jacksonville NC - February 05, 2022 at 09:07 AM

Amerthia Spann lit a candle in memory of I

Helen Boston Spann

Amerthia Spann - February 04, 2022 at 06:58 PM

For several years | had the pleasure of working with Helen during
the annual Youth Convention of the SC Presbytery. She always said
something to bring a smile to your face or make you laugh. My
sincere condolences to the family.

Juanita Martin

Juanita Martin - February 04, 2022 at 10:29 AM



Cynthia Lighty sent a virtual gift in memory of
Helen Boston Spann

Cynthia Lighty - February 03, 2022 at 11:07 AM

Helen | am truly going to miss you as a friend I
and especially making sure that our wardrobe

were in tact. You are really going to be |
missed “

Esther M Burris - February 03, 2022 at 10:39 AM

Prayer and condolences to the family. May you find peace as God
sustain you

Cynthia Lighty - February 03, 2022 at 11:10 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Helen Boston Spann.

February 03, 2022 at 06:11 AM


https://www.bacoteeaddyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bacoteeaddyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

May the family find comfort in the Lord during this difficult
time.Please know that you are in my thoughts and prayers today
and the days ahead. Respectfully, Mrs. Flossie Kirkland and Family.

Sylvia Kirkland - February 02, 2022 at 07:49 PM

Sylvia Kirkland lit a candle in memory of |

Helen Boston Spann
‘*

Sylvia Kirkland - February 02, 2022 at 07:47 PM

Ray Wardrick lit a candle in memory of Helen
Boston Spann
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Ray Wardrick - February 02, 2022 at 06:24 PM



